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This report is produced by OCHA Philippines in collaboration with humanitarian partners. It was issued by OCHA Philippines. It covers the 
period from 24 to 27 October 2015. The next report will be issued on or around 30 October. 

Highlights 

 Flooding is persisting in Pampanga and Agno river 
basins in Region III while subsiding elsewhere.  

 Nearly one million people have evacuated 
primarily in Region III with 87,300 people 
remaining in 310 evacuation centres.  

 Despite the growing number of evacuees, there 
are no reports of acute humanitarian needs to 
date that are beyond the Government’s capacity to 
respond; international humanitarian assistance is 
limited to targeted support using in-country 
resources.  

 The authorities are shifting their focus of the 
response from relief to early recovery and 
rehabilitation.  

951,100 
Evacuees 

87,300 
People in evacuation 
centres 

310 
Evacuation centres 

113,300 
Houses damaged 

803 
Schools damaged 

184 million 
Worth of damage to 
agriculture (US$) 

Source: National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council, Department of Agriculture 

Situation Overview 
Nearly one million people have evacuated nine days after Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall 
in the Philippines. Despite the growing number of evacuees, there are no reports of acute humanitarian needs to 
date that are beyond the Government’s response capacity. The authorities announced that they will shift the focus 
of their response from relief to early recovery and rehabilitation on 23 October.  

Typhoon Koppu, which weakened to a low pressure area by 21 October, left the Philippine Area of Responsibility 
on 24 October, according to the national weather bureau. After four days of fair weather, flooding is subsiding in the 
provinces of Pangasinan (Region I) and Nueva Ecija (Region III) while persisting in Bulacan, Pampanga and Tarlac 
(Region III) within the Pampanga and Agno river basins, according to the National Disaster Risk Reduction and 
Management Council (NDRRMC) reports. Flooding in these catch-basin provinces may last for up to three weeks.  

Some 951,100 people (218,500 families) have evacuated across Regions I, II, III and the Cordillera Administrative 
Region (CAR). Two thirds of these people are in Region III. About 87,300 people (19,400 families) are in 310 
evacuation centres while 863,800 people (199,100 families) are being assisted outside of evacuation centres.  

The NDRRMC reported 47 confirmed deaths (7 girls, 4 boys, 20 women and 27 men), 83 injured and 4 missing 
from the storm.  
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The reported number of houses damaged more than quadrupled since the previous report; 16,100 houses were 
destroyed and 97,100 houses partially damaged across the affected regions. Half of the damage to houses was 
concentrated in Pangasinan where flooding lasted about six days in many areas of the province. The storm also 
destroyed 249 schools and partially damaged 554 schools in Regions I, II, III, IV-A, V, CAR and Metro Manila.  

Power is still out in parts of nine provinces in Regions I, II, III and CAR, reported NDRRMC. Thirty-four road 
sections and 5 bridges remain not passable in these regions. All affected ports have resumed operations.  

Members of the Philippines Humanitarian Country Team’s (HCT) Community of Practice (CoP) for Community 
Engagement are undertaking a series of community feedback and transparency consultations in Pangasinan, 
Nueva Ecija, Aurora and Pampanga. Initial consultations indicated that the affected people need immediate food 
assistance, plastic sheets for emergency shelter and non-food items (e.g. blankets, flashlights for municipalities 
with no electricity, mosquito nets and medicines for children, elderly and people with disability). Those interviewed 
also said that they need livelihood support as flooding heavily damaged rice fields.  

 

Table 1. Figures on evacuees, evacuation centres and damage to houses 

Region 
No. of 

evacuation 
centres 

Displaced people 
Total 

population 

Houses 

In evacuation 
centres 

Not in evacuation 
centres 

Total Destroyed 
Partially 

damaged 

I (Ilocos Region) 4 546 98,231 98,777 4.7 million 10,594 56,067 

II (Cagayan Valley) 9 1,226 203,078 204,304 3.2 million 278 2,784 

III (Central Luzon) 288 85,067 554,429 639,496 10.1 million 3,823 33,514 

IV-A (Calabarzon) - - 25 25 12.6 million 1,255 2,900 

CAR 9 460 8,056 8,516 1.6 million 182 1,882 

Total 310 87,299 863,819 951,118 32.3 million 16,132 97,147 

Source: NDRRMC SitRep No.20, 27 October 2015, 6 a.m.; National Statistics Office, 2010 Census of Population and Housing 

Humanitarian Response 

 Food Security 

Needs: 

 Total damage to agriculture is now estimated at PhP8.6 billion (US$184 million), according to the 
Department of Agriculture. 

Response: 

 A total of 27.8 metric tons (mt) of rice were delivered to the National Resource Operations Center (NROC) 
in Manila to be repacked with the Department of Social Welfare and Development’s (DSWD) family food 
packs to serve about 4,300 people in Aurora. 

 A total of 1.7 mt of fortified high-energy biscuits were provided in response to the emergency food needs of 
approximately 1,100 people in the municipalities of Casiguran and Dilasag in Aurora. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Food packs are available but there are not enough trucks to transport them from Casiguran to other 
municipalities and provinces. 

Chart 1. Number of evacuation centres and people inside and 
outside of evacuation centres across the affected regions 

 

Chart 2. Number of evacuees in Bulacan, Pampanga and Tarlac 
provinces (inside and outside of evacuation centres) 

 

Source: NDRRMC Sitreps regarding preparedness measures and effects of Typhoon Koppu, 20-27 October 2015 

https://www.dropbox.com/s/cstr466cidb8zvh/Community%20Feedback%20Form.docx?dl=0
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 Health 

Needs: 

 A total of 31 health facilities, including 1 regional health office, 1 city health office, 8 hospitals, 6 rural health 
units and 15 barangay health stations, were damaged in five regions (I, II, III, IV-A and CAR). About half 
were confirmed functional.  

 Prolonged displacement and low-immunization levels in some communities, coupled with food insecurity 
due to the extensive damage to agriculture, may expose the affected people, especially children, to 
malnutrition and other health risks in the coming months for which increased surveillance will be needed. 

Response: 

 Health Cluster partners are providing health and hygiene kits, Aquatabs (water purification tablets), oral 
rehydration salts, zinc supplements and tents for temporary health facilities. They are also supporting 
response coordination, information management and disease surveillance.  

 Albay province (Region V) deployed medical teams to distribute medicines and medical supplies, and 
conduct medical consultations in the affected regions. 

 The Reproductive Health Coordination Team will provide referral system for safe delivery, prenatal and 
antenatal check-ups, family planning services, treatment of sexually-transmitted infections and 
psychosocial support services to an initial target of 4,000 pregnant and lactating women in evacuation 
centres. The team is also assisting in the repair of damaged birthing and health facilities. 

Gaps & Constraints: 

 The results of comprehensive health assessments in the affected regions are not yet available. 

 Additional generators are needed in damaged and temporary health facilities. 

 Logistics 

Needs: 

 DSWD and the Office of Civil Defense need additional transportation capacity to distribute relief goods that 
are arriving in Casiguran to other affected areas. Currently, only five military trucks are available for 
distribution and at least two additional six-wheeler trucks are needed. 

Response: 

 A total of 55 trucks were provided to DSWD to support the transportation of family food packs from NROC 
to the affected regions. The cluster is exploring the possibility of contracting trucks from the private sector. 

 One mobile storage unit (MSU) to warehouse food and non-food items provided by government and 
humanitarian agencies was installed in Casiguran on 24 October and is now fully operational. 

 Two-prefabricated offices were set up in Casiguran to serve as the government’s Response Cluster office. 
A generator set was provided to supply electricity to the pre-fab offices and the MSU.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 There is a load restriction of a maximum of 10 tons for trucks using the main road between Dinalungan and 
Casiguran municipalities in Aurora due to the condition of the road.  

 Community Engagement  

Needs: 

 Typhoon-affected communities in Nueva Ecija (Cabanatuan City and the municipalities of Gabaldon, 
Gapan, Laur, Santa Rosa, Jaen and San Leonardo) and Aurora (Dipaculao and Casiguran municipalities) 
are still dependent on Barangay (village) officials, friends and relatives from other places for information 
about the disaster. Most communication and powerlines are still down in these areas.  

 Feedback and complaint mechanisms need to be enhanced in evacuation centres and temporary 
relocation sites where flooding is likely to persist, prolonging the displacement of the affected people.  

Responses: 

 A humanitarian radio service, a member of the CoP for Community Engagement, is broadcasting public 
service announcements, psychosocial programmes, daily weather updates and key messages on food, 
water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH), health and shelter in Aurora via 98.7 FM in partnership with the 
Provincial Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council and humanitarian organizations. It also 
distributed 85 solar radios in Casiguran.  

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/ah1cm6cvn7okqse/AAAuqxu6ISqO1zCa7kcohNGfa?dl=0
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Background on the crisis 
Typhoon Koppu (known locally as Lando) made landfall over the town of Casiguran in Aurora province in Central Luzon as a Category 3 
typhoon on 18 October, 1 a.m. local time. It slowed down significantly from 12 kph to 3 kph upon landfall and weakened to a Category 1 
strength, bringing incessant and heavy to intense rains along its path. Census data shows that about 40 million people live in the typhoon’s 
projected path, of which 1.5 million are among the most vulnerable who are enrolled in the government’s poverty eradication programme. 
Typhoon Koppu is the 12th tropical cyclone to enter the Philippine Area of Responsibility this year. With the strong El Niño that is prevailing 
in the tropical Pacific Ocean, the Philippines had fewer tropical cyclones, delayed onset but early termination of the rainy season and weak 
monsoon activity. The authorities are expecting up to three cyclones to affect the Philippines in November and December. 

 Two major telecommunication companies established free call centers and charging stations in eight 
provinces: Pangasinan (Region I), Isabela (Region II), Aurora, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Tarlac (Region III), 
Quezon (Region IV-A) and Benguet (CAR). They are also restoring telecommunication lines in parts of 
Aurora, Nueva Ecija, Pampanga, Baguio City and Benguet.  

 Members of the CoP for Community Engagement will install a radio repeater system in Baguio City.  

 The CoP for Community Engagement will facilitate the closure of the communication loop together with 
local government units to ensure that issues raised by Rapid Information Communication Accountability 
Assessments undertaken by INGO partners in Nueva Ecija and Aurora are addressed.  

Gaps & Constraints: 

 Persistent flooding in some areas is limiting CoP members’ access to communities to conduct 
consultations and feedback activities. 

General Coordination 
Task Force Casiguran will stand down on 28 October after handing over coordination and information management 
functions to regional and local authorities. After five days of operation, the humanitarian coordination hub in 
Casiguran will shift its focus to recovery and rehabilitation. There are presently no plans to establish additional 
coordination hubs in other typhoon-affected areas.  

In Manila, respective government lead agencies are chairing sectoral meetings for Health, Reproductive Health, 
Mental Health and Psychosocial Services, Nutrition, WASH, Education and Gender-Based Violence. Other sectors 
are not convening for now.  

The Government completed the rapid damage and needs assessment (RDANA) of Aurora and Nueva Ecija on 
27 October. The results will be released on 28 October. The Government is not planning to undertake additional 
RDANA in other affected regions.  

Meanwhile, Health Cluster partners continue to conduct health assessments in Regions I, II and CAR. The 
unmanned aerial vehicle expert group will undertake post-typhoon aerial monitoring in Nueva Ecija and CAR. 

The HCT’s inter-cluster coordination group met in Manila on 27 October. The group acknowledged that interaction 
with government counterparts and information available on needs, damage and response so far indicate that 
immediate humanitarian needs for this emergency are within Government’s capacity to respond. Medium- to long-
term recovery needs may be extensive, particularly in agriculture and livelihoods.  

Funding 
National and local authorities provided PhP105 million ($2.2 million) worth of assistance to date, according to the 
NDRRMC. Of this, DSWD provided PhP39 million ($1.5 million) and local government units provided PhP32 million 
($691,900). 

 

All humanitarian partners, including donors and recipient agencies, are encouraged to inform OCHA's Financial Tracking Service (FTS - http://fts.unocha.org) of cash 
and in-kind contributions by e-mailing: fts@un.org 

 

For further information, please contact:  

Mark Bidder, Acting Head of Office, bidder@un.org, Tel: +63-2-901-0265, Cell +63-917-524-2928 

Akiko Yoshida, Humanitarian Affairs Officer, yoshidaa@un.org, Tel: +63-2-844-6251, Cell +63-917-543-7251 

 

Philippines National Disaster Risk Reduction and Management Council regularly issues situation reports: www.ndrrmc.gov.ph  

National authorities set hashtags #LandoPH, #ReliefPH and #RescuePH for this emergency response.  

For more information, please visit www.unocha.org www.reliefweb.int www.humanitarianresponse.info/en/operations/philippines.  

To be added or deleted from this Sit Rep mailing list, please e-mail: manipol@un.org  
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